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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Coungil met at 3 p.m.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair,

PROCLAMATION,

The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. L. L.
Lenke) read the proclamation of His Ex-
colleney the Lieut.-Clovernor summoning
the third session of the Seventeenth Par-
liament,

LIEUT..GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excelleney the Lient.-Governor en-
teved the Couneil Chamber at 3.2 pm,, and.
members of the Legislative Assembly hav-
ing also atfended in the Chamber obedi-
ently to summons, His Excelleney was
pleased to deliver the following Speech:—

Afv, President and Honouralile Members of
the Legislative Cousncil—

Mr. Speaker and Mewmbers of the Legislative
dssembly—

The third session of the Seventeenth
Parliament of Western Australia has been
summoned for the transaetion of important
publie husiness.

1]

1t is with regret that I reeord the pass-
ing of Ay, (i, J. Lambert, member of the
Legislative Assembly for the Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie distriet, who gave so many years of
his life in the publie service of this State.

dustralic’s War Kffort,

The war situation continues to eaunse the
sravest coneern, and atthough the heroic
deeds of the Australian forees, in company
with those of other parts of the Empire
and of our Allies, have evoked universal
admiration, we find ourselves still facing
the greatest erisis in our history.

The bravery of our men in the Army,
Navy, and Air Force fills us all with a
sense of profound gratitude. It was with
great pride that we leavned o few days ago
of the well deserved award of a Vietorin
Cross to Acting Wing Comwmander I. T.
Edwards, D.F.C,, of Mosman Park,

Our joy in the accomplishments of the
sons of this State is tempered with the
deepest sorrow for all those who have lost
loved ones in this fight for freedom, and I
should like to join with Ministers in ex-
pressing to them our sincere sympathy and
the hope that they may find comfort and
pride in the memory of supreme sacrifice.

Despite many reverses and great sacri-
fices the people of Great Britain continue
to display unparalleled fortitude and in-
domitable resolution. Tnaspired by their
cexample Australia is constantly increns-
ing its contrihution to the tremendouns ef.
fort necessary for the victory of freedom
over oppression,

Consistent with their high reputation for
practical patriotism, the people of ‘West-
ern Australia have responded maguificently
ta the demand for wmen for the fighting
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forces, und for money with which to feed,
clothe, equip and pay them. The tributes
paid to the high place this State veeupies,
in proportion {fo pupulation and resourees,
in enlistments aud linancial coniributions,
will stimulate its people to slill grealer en-
deavour.

The pledge given by Ainisters on the
outhreak of war to assist the ('winmon-
wealth Government to the fullest passible
exitent has heen lhonaured in cvery way.
(‘onstant and elose co-operation is the key-
note of this State’s velations to the war
effort,

Civil Defence,

The Civil Defence Couneil, appointed
under the powers conferred by the Uivil
Defence Aet, passed last session, is steadily
evolving measures for the protection of the
eivil population, and public and private
property. The organisation is progressing
smoothly and effectively, and is achieving
zood vesults.

Mr, Speaker and Members of the Legisla-
tire Assembly—

Finance.

The financial operations of the State for
the last budgetary period rvesulted in a sur-
plus of £11,111, This is in conformity with
the undertaking given by JMinisters that
the (lovernment would, as a first step, on-
deavour to preserve the linancial stability
essential for the conduet of the war. The
poliey of economy which made this resull
possible will not he relaxed, and prefer-
enee will he given te expenditure on war
purposes, An amount of £36,128 was spent
last year from the vote provided for un-
foreseen oxpenditure to meet war preean-
lions measures.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legisiative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembiy—

Munitions and War Supplies.

With pleasure T reeord suhbstantial ex-
pansion in the preduction of munitions
and war sapplies.

The Railwav Department has been sue-
cos<ful in its tendering for defence work,
ageregating many thousands of pounds,
and overtime and extra shifts are being
worked to aid the national effort to build
war machines and equipment on an unpre-
eodented seale. A modern tool room for
the manulacture of necessary tools and

equipment is leing erecled in the mefro-
politan avea, and hy arrangement with the
Commonwealth Government accommoda-
tion at the Midiand Junction Workshops
has heen substontially inereased, I’ortion
of this extension is set oside as an annexe
tor the manuntacture of munitions, and in-
cludes locally manufactured machines for
ibhe turning ot shells. Machining of the
rough steel forgings for the first order
will cominence shortly. Duving the recent
visit to (his Siate of the Director-General
ol Munitions approval was given to doubie
the original capacity for shell making.

I'ollewing persistent representations by
the State (overnment the Commonwealth
tiovernment deeided to establish a small
arms ammunition factory on an appro-
priate site ut a cost of £250,000.

Work carried out by the State Imple-
menl Works for defence and for the
Navy and Munitions Departments includes
the deganssing of ships against magunetic
mines, fitting and vepairs to paravanes and
gear used in minesweeping, repairs and al-
terations to the naval pilot fcet, ineluding
gun-mounting, and  depth charge gear,
mannfacture of deck pancls and platforms
for military bridges, hydvaulic shell-hand-
ing presses; maehines for the manunfacture
of explosives and Hepburn lathe parts. To
enable these works to assist move efficiently
in the munitions effort, work is proceeding
in the equipment of the moulding shop
with modern plant, and consideration is
being given to the hetter equipment of
ather sections,

Comprehensive evidence was presented
to a Committee esiablished by the Com-
monwealth Government to inquirve into the
produetive possibilities of the State in re-
lation tn war work, and important results
have already heen achieved. The greatest
eredit is due to the men whe are giving
so freely of their knowledge, time and
=kill to ensnre that everything will be done
to support the fighting serviees with the
best that ean bhe supplied. A lage quan-
tity of war iaterials is being manufae-
tnred hy private factories and workshops.
Bvery effort is heing made to participate
to o much greater extent in sueh produe-
tion, both in  Government and private
workshops. At the same time every carve is
heing exercised to ensnre that the industries
which arr extended and established ave
eapable of adaption to peaeetime rvequire-
ments.
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Secondary Industries.

I’ost war reconstruetion will involve the
placing of many men in industry, and by
careful preparation and foresight it is hoped
to pave the way for this transfer. In the
meantime no opportunity is being lost to
develop and expand the normal sccondary
industries of the State, A number of new
ventures give every promise of suecess, and
others are in course of exhaustive examina-
tion. Machines previously imported are now
being manufactured sunceessfully within the
State, including electric motors, special pur-
pose lathes, tool holders, roekdrill parts,
conveyors, water meters, and conerefe mixers,
These are cqual in quality to the imported
articles and not higher in price.

A number of new factories operating in
the produetion of food and clothing have
heen established during the vear, one of
the clothing factories having heen established
at Bunbury. Much attention has heen given
to the development ot the tishing industry.
Two new fish canning factories have com-
menced operations, one at Geraldton and
the other in Perth. The Commonwealth Gov-
crnment has agreed to provide a fishaeries
research vessel to opervate in Western Aus-
tralinn waters. The vessel will be eonstruet-
ed in this State and local hardwonds will be
used. A factory is being established to pro-
duce linsced oil and linseed meal from
loealiy grown linseed. An aven of 2,000
acres has heen plunted this season in the
Avon Valley distriet and it is believed a
major industry will he built up.

The produeer gas industry has continued
to make progress. There are now over 3,000
plants in operation on wmotor vehicles in this
State, which is morve than the total for all
the other States put together. Production
of chareoal has heen developed and until the
recent drastie rationing of petrol supplies
sufficient chareoal was available to meef the
demand. The Forestry Department is now
extending its production of charcoal and
approximately 180 wmen  arve  employed
divectly by the Government in this work,
in addition to numbers of men employed
by private lirms.

Extensive investigations and tesis have
been earried out regarding the possible pro-
duction of potash and alumina from alunite
deposits at Lake Campion. There is every
reason to believe that potash ean now he

commercially produced in a quantity suffi-
cient to supply the whole of Australia’s re-
guirements for many yeavs. Close attention
is heing given to the possibility of producing
sulphur requirements from local deposits of
pyrites. Sulphur to the value of £300,000
is imported into this State every year. At-
tention has also been given to the possibility
of local phosphate rock deposits being made
available to meet the phosphate requirements
of the State.

Agriculture,

Seasonal conditions throughout the agri-
cultural and pastoral areas during the past
year were generally unfavourable, owing to
acuie drovght conditions. Fortunately this
vear the State has entered into a more
generous season and climatieally, both agri-
enlturally and pastorally, the prospects
are hetter than they have Dbeen for some
years.

Western Austyalia is dependent upon ex-
ternal markets, and its rural existence and
weneral economic welfare depend upon
large seale participation in international
trade for most of its primary produets.

Circumstances which arc entively war-
caused are seriously affecting and in some
instances threatening some primary indust-
ries, and in eomparison with other States,
the wav affects Western Australia most
seriously.

The Shipping Position.

The most serious problem eonfronting the
British Empire in the war is the shipping
position. To win the Battle of the Atlantie,
the Battle of the Mediterranean, the Battle
of Britain—the British Government must
conserve shipping.

The disposition of shipping must, theve-
fore, be made in aceordance with the best
interests of the war effort and in this con-
nection the food requirements of Britain
take precedence over all other considera-
tions.

In the first year of war, Western Anstralia
had a fair share of the bulk eontracts made
with Great Britain which, from Australia,
reached a total figure exceeding one hundred
million pounds, Contracts with Great Bri-
tain for foodstuffs greatly affect Western
Australia and as the shipping position has
further deteriorated so have the difficulties
increased.
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An increase in alloeation of shipping can-
not be expected and that allotted for this
year must increase internal problems conse-
quent upon the accumulation of what nor-
mally would be export commodities.

Alternative markets are difficult. A review
has been made of all available cold storage
facilities, and in several eases accommodation
has heen inecreased.

Primary Industries.

The main ohjective within Australia as
aflecting this State is to endeavomr to secure
as much stability for primavy industries as
the cireumstances will permit. While the
Government has aeted in close co-operation
with the Commonwealth, there are some de-
cisions of the controlling Boards which ad-
versely affeet this State’s rural industries.

Such industries as export lamb, pork pro-
ducts, the poultry industry, apples and
pears, and the dairying industey have, with
others, many additional problems of produe-
tion, storage, and export, consequent upon
war cirenmstances.

Australian rvequirements of tebacco ap-
proximate 28,500,000 Ibs. per annum, and
the produetion is oniy 3,500,000 ibs, The area
planted in Western Australin last year was
1,365 aeres, the resultant ecrop being in
excess of 900,000 lhs. Western Aunstralian
leaf is of the highest quality, and it was
confidently anticipated that the industry
would expand to the State’s benefit and at
the same time assist in meeting Australin’s
normal needs. The imposition of the quota
system has prejudicially affected the produe-
tion and manufacture of tohaceo producls
in this State. It is hoped that the present
system of quota which is being applied will
be altered to more equitably eomserve the
best interests of the industry in this State.

Wheat, Wool and Flax.

Western Anstralia’s wheat yield durinx
last year was 21,600,000 bushels compared
with 40,860,000 hushels for 1939-20. The
Wheat Stabilisation Scheme iustituted and
authorised by the Commonwealth Gavern-
ment refers particularly to a guaranteed
price and control of wheat production. This
has necessitated the registration of all wheat-
growers and the regulation of areas on which
wheat is to be sown for prain.

During the 1940-41 season, 22,359 bales
of wool were appraiced, the average priee

per pound of greasy wool in this State being
11.95 pence. Wool producers are relieved of
anxiety regarding the disposal of their pro-
duet while the war lasts, wool being the only
primary produet in respect of which 2 con-
tract has been made for the disposal of the
total surplus for the term of the war, whe-
ther that surplus is shipped or net.

A new rural industry which the war has
brought to this State is the growing of flax
in commereial quantities. During 1939-40
an area of 1,000 acves was planted and
even under unlavourable conditions payable
crops were obtained. This year 7,000 acres
have been planted in three districts, and two
further flax mills will be erected. The yield
ig expected to he approximately 10,000 tons
of straw.

Every effort is being made to ensure for
the producers of this State the maximum
share of the trade available for the large
quantities of exportable commadities which
will continue to be produced in excess of
loeal nreds.

Mining.

The valwe of the production of the
gold wmining induslry was approximately
E12,000.000, au all time reeord for annual
production and value in the State, over
15,000 men being emploved. Every encon-
ragement has been given to assist and expand
the development of this industry in view of
its importanee to the war cffort and its effeet
on the economic life of the State.

The gold mining industry has been affeetid
by a shortage of trained labour, and diffi-
culty in obtaining plant, The importance of
maintaining production at the highest pos-
sible level 15 fully recognised, and every
effort is being made to improve the posilion,
partienlarly by the transfer of prospectors
and other workers to skilled and remunera-
tive employment in the mines. Attention is
being given to the development of duposits
of copper, bauxite, iron and other minerals
valnable to the war effort. Active operations
are heing undertaken in the northern pavt
of the State in an endeavour to loecate oil,
five separate parties being employed in these
operations.

Timber.

Timber production has continued steady
during the last twelve months at about ten
per cent. helow the normal pre-war flgure.
The industry is dependent to a considerable
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extent on interstate and overseas orders,
and {hus upon shipping facilities, bul the
local market has vemained fairly constant.
Western Australia is able to make further
substantial eonir’butions to any shortages in
the Eastern S{ates caused by the reduction
of imports and the necessity for conserving
foreign exchange.

Employment.

TUnemployment has been very substaniinlly
reduced. The number of men dependent
upon the Government for easual work is now
approximately 4,000 less than at the out-
break of war. This has cnabled the liberal
vonditions for easual workers cmployed by
the (tovernment to be maintained in spite of
the drastic reduction of loan monev caused
hy the demands on the lonn market for war
purposes. During the year special attention
has heen given fo developing the State
Labour Burean in both men’s and women’s
sections with gratifying results, also the
Youth Employmant sertion of the Bureau,

Railways and T'ramways.

Railway revenue has been adversely af-
tected by interruption of the normal move-
ment of the State’s primary products owing
to dearth of shipping under wartime condi-
tions. Towever, restrictions on the use of
liquid fuel have resulted in inereased coach-
ing enrmings. Endeavours to obtain extra
trolley bus units for the Tramway Depart-
ment have heen unsuecessful.  Additional
road motor vehivles ave in use and further
units are on order.

Public Works and Water Supplies.
The Public Works and Water Supply De
partments have engaged in a year of wide-
spread activity., Provision of extra reservoir
accommodation has been made at Cunderdin
and Kellerberrin,

The Canning-Mundaring Reservoir link
main hetween Belmont and Greenmount has
been completed, enabling an additional
2,000,600 gallons of water daily to be made
available to the Goldfields.

The Samson’s Brook Reservoir io serve
the Waroona distriet has beer completed
with a eapaeity of cighlern hundred million
pollons, thus augmenting the stomage o7 five
hundred million gallons in the orizinn! rescr-
voir on Drakes Brook.

Another reservoir known as the Siirling.
s in ecurse of construetion on the Tirvey

River, gbout 12 miles vast 8 Harvey town-
site. The capacity of this reservoir will be
twelve  thousand million gallons. This
reservoir will enable an area of 36,000 acres
to be brought within the henefits of irriga-
tion, and will hring the total avea of land
to be served hy irrigation from Waroona
to Dardanup to 72,000 acres,

Construetion is in hand of a slipway at
Arihur’s Head for vesscls up to 2,000 tons
dead weight.

Several major buildings were completed
during the vear, including the Perth Tachs
nical College, Good progress was made on
the new Perth Hospital, and it is expected
to be available for full use next year. A
new (Government Chemical Laboratory at
Perth, and a Technical High School at
Fremantle are in course of construction.

War conditions have seriously affected
the development of the road systems, hoth
in extent and divection. Bitumen is scarce
and the poszition regarding future supplies
is obseure.

Sewerage extensions have heen ecarried
out in the onter suburhan aveas. The com-
pletion of the Canning Dam has enabled
the Department to mect all water supply
requirements, and has obviated the neces-
gity for any further water restrictions.

North-1 est.

War conditions have retarded the opera-
tions of the State Shipping Service, and
costs have been greatly increased heeaunse
of big rises in charges for fuel, wages nnd
stores and the heavy burden of war rigk
insurance,

A very serious reduction has oecurred in
the nnmber of head of eattle available for
treatment at the Wyndham Meatworks,
due largely to the very bad season, and also
to the diversion of large numhers of cattle
to Darwin. Market conditions are not
nearly so satisfactory as they were in 1940,
Dune to war conditions ecanning is heing
undertaken and the Wyndham Meatworks
may be expected to participate in this
seheme next season.

Trading Concerns.

Activities at the State Brickworks were
slack during the first six months of the
vear, hut since Jannary both kilns have
been operating at full eapaeity.
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The Sinte Saw Mills had a satisfactory
trading vear. Helpful orders were re-
ceived for maunitions and other military
works in South Australia and Western
Australia,

Native Affuirs,

The position in eonneetion with natives
is satisfactory., The Carvolup Settlement
in the Katanning district las bheen ve-
estalizhed and now comprises 109 ehildren
and 8 adult natives. Every endeavour 1s
being made to make it self-supporting in
food.

Technical Education,

The Government considers that in view
of the seientific background of all industry,
both primary and seeondary, more liberal
provision must he made for technical eduvesa-
tion.

A knowledge of the scientific funda-
mentals of primary industries must add to
the efficieney of those industries, while the
basis of elliciency in sceondary industry is
teehnical preparation.

The war has amply demonstrated the
wrgent need for technieal education. The
placing of youth in industry will he an
important function of the State in the post
war period when diversilied indusiries ave
established.

The Governnient poliey to extend sceond-
ary industry will therefore he supported
by an extension ¢f technienl training faeili-
ties throughout the State.

In veeent vears extended facilities have
been provided in metropolitan eentres and
technical elasses have heen cstablished at
four country centres, viz.,, Bunbury, Collie,
Narrogin, and Ceraldton. A Junior Tech-
nieal High School will shortly be erceted
in Fremantle.

Consideration is being given to exten-
sions to other country centres where prae-
tieable, and for technieal ecotrespondence
courses to reach isolated youth in eountry
distriets,

Legislation.
A nwumber of Bills have been prepared
for vour consideration. Amongst these
are measures denling with companies,

traffie, profitcering prevention, rents, puh-
lie trustee, franehise for the forees, indust-
rial and rurnl matters.

I now deelare this session of artiament
open and frust that U'rovidence may bless
your labours.

His Excellency then withdrew from the
Chamber.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
ACT AMENDMENT,

THE CHIEYT SECRETARY (1ion. W,
H. Kitson—West) [3.38]: In order to assert
and maintain the undoubted rights and
privileges of this House to initiate legisla-
tion, I move, withouf natice, for leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “A Bill for an Aet
to amend Sections 28 and 46 of the Weights
and Measures Aet, 1915.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and rvead a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR’S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of
greater accuraey, I have obtained from Iisx
Excelleney the Lient-Governor copies of
the Speech that he has heen pleased to de-
liver to Parliament. These will be distributed
amongst hon. members,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

HON. G. FRASER (West)
move—

[342}: T

That the following Adilress Lie presented to
His FExcellency the Licutenant-Governor in
reply to the Speech he has been pleased to
deliver to Parliament:—*‘May it please Your
Excellency: We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parlinment of the State of
Western Australin, in Parlinment nssembled, beg
to cxpress our lovalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your lixcellency for
the Speeeh you have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.”’

Before proceeding to deal with the Speeeh,
I may comment on the faet that the rush of
questions that has oceurred to-day is a
happy angury for the coming session, in-
dieating that members intend to be inqgmisi-
tive. It is to be hoped that they will show
themselves inquisitive; and I wish them to
be inquisitive not only as to State affairs,
but also as to affairs throughout the Common-
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wealth. It is my belief that His Excellency’s
Speech will help materially in that direction,
When we take into consideration that the
war has been in progress for two years and
that so little has vet been done in this State
towards the establishment of war industries,
we must realise that the guestion should be
tackled so that a move may be made in re-
lation to such industries. Admittedly we are
doing something towards the war effort, but
the citizens of a State that has shown itself
so loyal in the years gone by ecannot be
satisfied with what has so far been accom-
plished in Western Australia. This back-
wardness in relation to war industries is not
due to any backwardness on the part of any
individual or any set of individuals in West-
ern Austratia, It is due to the fact that the
necessary opportunities have not heen given
to us by those who now control Common-
wealth affairs.

With other members I deeply regret that
®ar is raging throughout the nations of the
world. I do not doubt that we in Australia
to-day realise that this continent is neaver
the scene of hostilities than ever it has been
in the course of its history. Therefore, it
behoves every member of the community to
do all in hiz power to help in forwarding
Aunstralin’s war efforts. I am indeed gind to
Join His Excellency in offering congratula-
tions to Aecting Wing Commander Kdwards
on having won the Vietoria Cross. I had
intended to say a good deal on this subjeet,
but I feel that it suffices to point out that
the explanation of Acting Wing Commander
Edwards winning that distinetion is due to
his coming from the West Province. That
simple statement says a great deal. We
have shown the world that we lead in war as
well as in eivilian life.

There are many matters with which T
should like to deal, but T must confine my-
self to two or three, especiallv as some of
my time has been taken up by notices of
fuestions, One matter relates to contraects of
sale, relative to which I introduced a Bill
last session. That measure has done good,
but there are other aspeets of eontracts of
sale that still require to be dealt with. In
bhandling some cases during the past two
months I have discovered that there are
various loopholes required to be filled up in
the Act. The matter is rather complicated to
explain, buat I shall do my best to make it
clear. I am not eciting a hypothetical case

|}

but an actual one, in which a person bought
two blocks of land under contract of sale,
payments at so much per week being stipu-
lated. Without the knowledge of the pur-
chaser, the vendor mortgaged the property.
Let us assume that the purchase price was
£100 for the two blocks. The purchaser
had paid op to the extent of approximately
£80 when the vendor died, having practically
no equity in the property, or not such an
equity as would make it worth while for
his heirs to apply for probate of his estate.
The mortgagee has foreclosed upon the one
block against which he had a mortgage. The
other biock is clear. The Transfer of Land
Aect, as if stands, contains nothing permitting
the Commissioner of Titles to issue a title
to the purchaser of the one block under ¢on-
tract of sale. The value of that bloek is
approximately £50, but the purchaser cannot
obtain a title to it although his payments
total £90. The Aet contains nothing
enabling the Commissioner of Titles to ap-
portion any of the payments. I trust the
Government will do something in the matter.
Only a slight amendment is needed to give
the Commissioner of Titles power to tnke
action in such eases.

1 desire to refer to an Act relating to
hive-purchase agreements which was passed
by Parliament nine or ten years ago. In
enacting that measure, we were most
particular in being specific regarding the
size of type to be used in the print-
ing of the documents, but did not make any
stipulation as to what conditions were
to be ombodied in the contracts, It is
in that respect that I have a grouse. In
the ordinary course of events, a working
man desiring to purchase a piano or radio,
or something else of that nature, can obtain
it only by one means, a hire-purchase agree-
ment. It onght to be quite simple—though
probably my legal friends will not agree
with me in this statement—to set out some
form of contract whereby a certain deposit
is stipulated and also a certain number of
payments, failing whieh the artiele ean be
repossessed, and to set out in clear type all
neeessary conditions. It is utterly ridiculnus
that so many eonditions as are to be found in
a contraet foy the huying of a radie shounld
be considered necessary. If, in drawing up
this eontraet, someone set out to confuse the
purchaser, T think he must eertainly have
siceceded, T mention this matter heeause 1
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consider that the Government should give
attention to these hire-purchase agrecements
and see whether some standard form eannot
be drawn up. I have perused quite a number
of agreements and while they are not all
exactly the same, they are similar.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That has been going
on for ten years, you say?

Hon, G. FRASER: Since the Hire Pur-
chase Agreements Act was passed.
Hon. 4. J. Holmes: That is, for ten yvears.

Hon. G. FRASER: The measure was
passed in 1931 by the hon. membher and
others.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Your Party was in
office for nine years and should have done
something.

Hon. G. FRASER : The hon. member has
also heen in Pavliament for quite a number
of years before and since the Act was passed.
He should have heen quite alive to the con-
tents of these agreements, but he has never
made any complaint, '

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: He pays cash.

Ton. G. FRASER: I wish all my econ-
stituents were in the same hoat, but unfor-
tanately thev are not. I am not going to
weary the Hlouse by reading all the para-
graphs of the contraet T have in my hand,
hut I shall mention one in order that hon.
members may understand what eonditions
are emhodied in hire-purchase agreements,
This paragraph reads—

Then and in sueh event T ahall be ipso facto—
To hegin with I do not know how many men
and women in the street are aware of the
wenning of those words. As T said hefore,
if an attempt has been made to confuse pur-
chacers, that attempt has heen verv zue-
cessful.

—deprived of the benefits of the option of
purchuse hereinhefore contained and you may
without notice to me determine the hiring and
all my rights as hirer hereunder shall there-
upon determine and you may re-take possession
of the goods and retain all sums previously
paid by me and for the purpose of so re-
taking possession I hereby license yon to enler
and if neressary break inte by force any pre-
mises in my oceupation or control and as my
act to enter the premises of any other persons
and in either ease to search for and/or re-take
possession of and remove the goods without
heing liable to any action indictment or other
legal proceedings whatsoever. And T shall hold
vou indemnified agatnst all actiong and claims
in veapect of any such entering or other act or
thing done in the course of nnd for the purpose
of taking possesgion of the goods,

That is only one condition and it is a very
small one in comparison with the others, hut
I thirk I have read sufficient to convinee lion.
members that it is time this House or the
Government took steps to effect an alteration.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: If an individonal did
some of the things outlined in that para-
graph, he would be committing hurglary,

Hon. G. FRASER: It leoks very much
like that. What o purchaser does, in cffect,
is to give the vendor the right to burgle
someone else's lhouse—and the purchaser
takes the blame. 1 do not think that, in
order to purchase a radio, anvone in this
country should have to give powers of that
kind to the vendor. Tbere is nothing in
the Act to say that such conditions shall not
he made.

Hon. J, M, Macfarlane: People still pur-
chase goods under that system, It does not
frighten them.

Hon. G. FRASER: No, heeause they do
not understand the eonditions. T do not
know whether our lawyers understand them.
It would take an American lawyer to do so.
There is one section of the community the
praises of which have heen sung hy poets
and song-writers thronghout the ages. 1
refer to the mothers.

Hon. C. B, Williams: We are approaching
an election!

Hon. G. FRASER: It will be five years
hefore I have to faece the clectors. When a
woman’s son enlists in the fighting {ovees,
she ig given a badge to indiente to the publie
that she has done all it is possible for a
woman to do to help the nation. When she
reaches the stage of heing unable to work
or earn her own living:

Hon. C. B. Williams:
family.

Hon. G, FRASER: Yes: when that stace
is reached there is only one thing left for her
to do and that is to ohtain an old-age pen-
sion that is hardly sulleient to keep body
and soul together, though I do not intend
te deal with that point to-day. When the
time comes that she can no longer fend for
herself, we provide her with a home.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Such o home! There
is one in your electorate that I would not
enter if I were dying,

Hon. G. FRASER: We show our grati-
fude to such women for all they have done

After reaving a
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for the nation—or should 1 say rather that
we show our hypoerisy—by giving them a
home to live in, consisting of an old deserted
lunatic asylum. Is that the best we ean give
to mothers as an expression of our appre-
ciation of their services to the country ? Their
present only outlook trom that home is a wall
anything from 13 to 20ft. high.

Hou, C. B. Willinms:
top.

Hon, G. FRASER: Rounnd the home ave
spacious grounds. Apparently we even be-
grudge them the view of that wall because
there is now heing erceted in the yard of the
Old Women's Home a wool store, within a
few fect of the windows of the building. [
do uot know who is responsible for that,
but it is a standing disgrace to this country
that snch conditions should be allowed. 1
hope that the Chief Secretary and some
other Ministers will take the matter up and
see if something eannot he done to improve
the conditions, We should at least provide
a bome for these women similar to that
provided for old men.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. G. FRASER: We have plenty of
land on whieh snitable buildings eonld be
erected. Before the debate on the Address-
in-reply is completed, I shall probably be
arking for leave from members of this Cham-
ber. Consequently this appears to be the last
opportanity I shall have of addressing the
House. T desire to thank hon. members for
the kindnesses they have extended to me
during my long association with this
Chamber. T recolleet many oceasions on
which we have clashed, but that is what we
are sent here to do. We have our opinions,
and we fight for them here. Nevertheless,
at no time during my stay in the House
have T made an cnemy.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. B. Wilbams: Fven the Labowr
menibers are not jealous of you for having,
for vears, moved the motion for the aduption
of the Address-in-reply!

Hon. G, FRASER: T know one Labour
member who will not do it. T thank members
for the kindnesses shown me over the years.
I hope that in the not distant future T shatl
again be amongst them to help in the con-
siruetion of the new world order of which
we have heard so mueh. We have not seen
much evidence of reconstruetion since the

With glass on the

last war, but I hope that foltowing this war
we shall witness dexivable changes, It seemed
to me that the old system had broken down
and it was onlyv this war that saved if. One
thing 1 hope is that after this war no worker
will be placed in the position in which so
many men found themselves a few years ago
of hwing unable to find a job by means of
which to support dependants. I trust that,
whatevey alterations arve made, there will at
least be one along those liues.

HON, E. M., HEENAN (Novih-Mast}
[3.59]: T formally second the molion,

On motion hy TEon, G. B, Wood, debaie ail-
Jjourned,

House adjonrned at 1.1 pan,

Legislative Bssembly,
Thaursday, st July, 1941,

PARE
Meeting of the Assemhly “ "
Summens from the Lient.-Governor . ]
Bill: Baptist Union of Western Australla Lands, TH. 10
Lleut.-Governor's Opening Speech . i
Addresyn reply, first day . 1}
Adjournnent, speclat ., . 18

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at 2 paw,
pursnant to proclamation, whieh was read
by the Clerk (Mr. ¥. G. Steere).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and members, in response to
summons, proceeded to  the Legislative
Council Chamber and, having heard is
Excellency deliver the opening specch (vide
Council report anfe), they rveturned to the
Asgembly Chamber.



